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1) Eligibility Criteria 

Q1 Education requirement for Key Expert 2 – International or National Expert on Public 
Finance Management 

The Terms of Reference require Key Expert 2 to have a university degree in “economics, 
finance, accounting, public administration, or a related field.” 

Could you please clarify whether the term “related field” may include degrees in technical or 
engineering fields, such as a Master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering, provided that the 
proposed expert demonstrates substantial professional experience in public financial 
management, institutional financing, financial governance, and/or financial autonomy of public 
institutions? 

A1 A degree in a technical or engineering field, such as Mechanical Engineering, would not 
automatically be considered directly related to the education fields listed for Key Expert 2. 
However, it may be considered acceptable if the proposed expert demonstrates substantial 
and directly relevant professional experience. 

The relevance of such a degree would therefore be assessed in combination with the expert’s 
professional experience and overall alignment with the requirements of the TOR. 

Q2 Education requirement for Key Expert 3 – National VET Expert 

The Terms of Reference describe Key Expert 3 as a National VET Expert with experience in 
public sector law, education governance, and institutional reform. The expert is also expected 
to review the legal and regulatory framework governing VET providers and Multifunctional 
Centres. 

The stated education requirement is a university degree in “education/VET, public policy, 
public administration, or a related field.” 
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Could you please confirm whether a university and/or master degree in law would be 
considered a “related field” for this expert profile, particularly in light of the legal and regulatory 
review tasks assigned to this position? 

A2 Yes. A university and/or master’s degree in law may be considered a related field for Key 
Expert 3, National VET Expert, particularly given the expert’s expected role in reviewing the 
legal and regulatory framework governing VET providers and Multifunctional Centres. 

The degree should be assessed together with the expert’s relevant professional experience in 
line with the requirements of the TOR. 

Q3 Composition of the project team and use of non-key experts 

Section I, ITC 13.2 states that the Consultant shall not propose Key Experts inconsistent with 
the Key Expert profiles described in the TOR, and that only one CV shall be submitted for 
each Key Expert position. 

Could you please clarify whether, in addition to the required Key Experts listed in the TOR, the 
Consultant may include non-key experts and/or support personnel in the proposed team, 
provided that the required Key Expert positions are fully covered and only one CV is 
submitted for each Key Expert position? 

If allowed, should such non-key experts/support personnel be presented in the methodology, 
work plan and/or personnel schedule, and may their costs be included in the Financial 
Proposal? 

A3 Yes. The Consultant may propose non-key experts and/or support personnel in addition to the 
required Key Experts, provided that the required Key Expert positions listed in the TOR are 
fully covered and that only one CV is submitted for each Key Expert position, in line with 
Section I, ITC 13.2. 

The inclusion of non-key experts and/or support personnel should not replace, duplicate, or 
alter the required Key Expert profiles. Their role should be clearly justified in relation to the 
proposed functions considered necessary for the effective delivery of the assignment. 

Where non-key experts and/or support personnel are proposed, their expected contribution 
should be clearly presented in the technical proposal, particularly in the methodology, work 
plan, team organisation, and, where applicable, in the level-of-effort table (“personnel 
schedule”). 

The costs related to non-key experts and/or support personnel may be included in the 
Financial Proposal, provided that they are clearly identified and consistent with the proposed 
technical approach, the financial proposal format, and the overall requirements of the Request 
for Proposals. 

Q4 Could you please confirm whether the Western Balkans 6 Chamber Investment Forum 
(WB6-CIF) is VAT registered for the purposes of this assignment? 

A4 As stated in ITC Clause, Reference 1.1., footnote 1, the Western Balkans 6 Chamber 
Investment Forum (WB6-CIF) is established in Italy registered as non-profit association and 
non-commercial entity with fiscal code 90153750329 and without an active VAT registration 
number. This joint initiative of chambers of commerce from the region, chosen by the BMZ as 
a key executive partner. 
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Q5 Could you please confirm whether this re-launched tender is open to all eligible bidders, or 
only to preselected consultants, as referenced in the tender dossier? 

A5 The re-launched tender is open to all eligible bidders.  

 

 


